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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 4440 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, NATO, BE 

SUBJECT: F-104 REPLACEMENT 

1. DURING MY INITIAL CALL ON PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS, 
HE MADE A SPECIAL POINT OF RAISING THE QUESTION OF THE 
REPLACEMENT FOR THE F-104. HIS MAIN POINT WAS THAT 
ECONOMIC CONSIDERATION, ESPECIALLY THE EXTENT OF 
BELGIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE PRODUCTION OF THE PLANE, 
WILL PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN THE DETERMINATION OF WHICH 
PLANE WILL BE CHOSEN TO REPLACE THE F-104. FIRESTONE 
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